
Seminar 8

Avoiding 
Mistakes

Google
context.reverso

Typical mistakes in 
online presentations



An example of 
an online 

presentation

The speaker is 
German



How typical is this online 
presentation?



How could it be improved?



No time for audience to tune in     Accent

If you miss his first sentence it is difficult to know 
what he is talking about in his second slide

Headphones

Very fast

No examples (abstract principal, agent)

All text

No empathy 



Now let’s talk 
about how to 

avoid mistakes 
when 

writing



Checking you’re your English



Google to correct / 
translate

your English?



Is it a good idea to use Google Translate:
a) to check a phrase that you have written in English?
b) to translate a phrase from your language into English?
c) to check the pronunciation of a text that you have 
written?
Which of the following do you use? How do you use them?
a) Google Scholar b) contextreverso.com c) linguee.com d) 
ludwig.guru e) wordreference.com f) Grammarly h) DeepL



Should / Can you use Google Translate 
to check your English?

This is the phrase that you 
have written and which 
you want to check.



Should / Can 
you use 
Google 

Translate to 
check your 
English?



How accurate is GT? My survey of prof 
and PhD students at Milan Uni

• Accuracy of papers written directly in English 
= 75%.

• GT accuracy (It to Eng), with NO corrections by 
author = ?%

• GT accuracy with corrections = ?%



How accurate is GT? My survey of prof 
and PhD students at Milan Uni

• Accuracy of papers written directly in English 
= 75%.

• GT accuracy (It to Eng), with NO corrections by 
author = 85-90%

• GT accuracy with corrections = ?%



Working on the 
Italian version is 

much easier 
than working on 

the English 
version

Before submitting your text 
to GT, you need to make it 
more ‘English’ for example 
by:

• changing the word order 
to reflect English word 
order

• reducing the length of 
sentences

• replacing pronouns (e.g. 
it, one, them) with their 
respective nouns

• removing redundancy



Which do 
you prefer? 

Will your 
brain stop 

functioning 
if you use a 
calculator? 
And if you 
use GT?



How accurate is GT? My survey of prof 
and PhD students at Milan Uni

• Accuracy of papers written directly in English = 75%.

• GT accuracy (It to Eng), with NO corrections by author = 85-90%

• GT accuracy with corrections = 95%



It is highly 
like that GT is 
more 
accurate 
than you are

I would like you to test it out



Dangers of using a simple Google search

Let’s imagine you want to check the accuracy of this 
sentence:

“These informations are interesting.”

NOTA VERY BENE: In reality the sentence should be:

“This information is interesting.”



The dangers of Google



So is Google Scholar a better option?



Google Scholar







context.reverso.net



Download the app 



How does this sound?

Scrittori diversi hanno diverse metodi di
organizzazione dei loro rapporti, e alcuni
sembrono avere alcun methodo visibile a tutti.
La maggior parte degli scrittori migliori, tuttavia,
sembrano essere in straordinariamente vicino
un accordo per l'approccio generale di
organizzazione.



What’s the problem with this?
What’s the solution?

Good morning Adrain,

in attachment my presentation.

I hope there is not too many mistake!

Best regard,





Moral of the story• If you don’t need to write something, don’t write it.
• This shows empathy for reader: reader not forced to 

read unnecessary text.
• If you write nothing, you will not make mistakes.
• The more you write, the more mistakes you make.



If you remember nothing else in this 
course, remember this:

think about the reader:
write the minimal amount possible



When 
writing, 

what 
constitutes 
a mistake?

We read uncritically. We are not worried if we don’t 
understand everything. We don’t even notice that 
what we have read doesn’t make any sense, or we 
think it is our fault for not understanding. Our 
expectations are not high. 

So we write in the same way we read – uncritically, 
without checking that everything makes sense.

This is a mistake.

Only write what your readers will understand 
immediately and will give them value – delete 
everything else.

Not thinking about the reader is a much bigger 
mistake than making a grammatical error.



Intelligence 
test

In a class of 50 PhD students, what 
are the chances of two people 
having exactly the same birthday: 
a) 3 in 100 or b) 97 in 100?

And in a class of just 23 students: 
a) 1 in 100 or b) 50 in 100?

Write your birthday using the ‘chat’: 
e.g. 10/3 (10 March)



In a class of 50 PhD students, what 
are the chances of two people 
having exactly the same birthday: 
a) 3 in 100 or b) 97 in 100?

And in a class of just 23 students: 
a) 1 in 100 or b) 50 in 100?

# b) in both cases 



Methods 
and Results 

in 30 
seconds



METHODS



METHODS

Past tense in 
the passive 

form to 
describe what

you did

Samples were 
taken from …

The following 
equipment was 

used …

A survey on XYZ 
was conducted …

The procedure was 
adapted from 

Smith et al. (2020) 
…

All the items were 
classified as 

follows:



METHODS  
present tense 

to give
definitions, 

hypotheses or 
how an 

existing piece
of equipment

works

Firstly, we define X as an exogenous 
measure of the natural rate of 
longevity of people.

As in Chakraborty (2016), we assume 
that … The rule is thus given by the 
following formula:

Our machine uses diesel … It has a 
1000 hp engine …



RESULTS
Don’t tell the reader ALL the 

results – just the most relevant
and the most unexpected.

Put the rest in a table. If readers 
are interested in further details 

they can analyse the table.



Results: 

Past Tense To say what happened 
during your experiments

The value of x WAS 
higher than expected.

The increase in pressure 
HAD no effect on this 
value



Results:

Present 
Tense

To refer to figures, tables 
etc

To say what the 
implications are. 
Typically after show, 
explain, highlight, 
believe, mean

The results are given in 
Table 4

Figure 1 highlights that  
X equals Y.

We believe that this 
means that our method 
outperforms previous 
methods



A lesson in 
incompetence


